ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
The Decline of Walpole. The decline of Walpole was
slow and in no way disastrous. He remains identified with the
government of the country for many years after the summit of
his power. Frederick, George II's son, the Prince of Wales,
was having the usual quarrel with his father; the dismissed
Chesterfield strengthened the Opposition, which also raked in
as a supporter a young man of very remarkable talent, twenty-
seven years of age, William Pitt, the member for Old Sarum—
a constituency remarkable as one more example of a borough
without voters. This young man's oratory impressed the House
on the first occasion of his speaking there, and it was directed, of
course, against Walpole. The end of the year 1737 and the
beginning of the year 1738 saw the strengthening of the attack
against him under the Prince of Wales, Chesterfield, and all that
group; and the Prime Minister was further weakened by the
death of the Queen and by the outbreak, in spite of him, of a
foolish war—the very opposite of what he would have desired.
The War of Jenkins's Ear. This was the Spanish war of
1739, popularly known as the War of Jenkins's Ear. The com-
mercial community was irritated with Spain because that country
had begun instituting stricter search for contraband in English
vessels trading with her dominions. A certain sea-captain,
Jenkins, came forward with a story of Spanish cruelty in which
he said he had lost his ear—and he produced the ear wrapped up
in cotton. London suffered a mild attack of one of those fits
of nationalist madness which break out at intervals, Walpole
gave way (not without a threat of resignation), and, though he
still had a majority, war began in 1739 with an attack (before
the declaration of hostilities) upon Portobello. The news of
Portobello reached Europe in March 1740, and was magnified
by those who opposed Walpole into a great victory. By the next
year the whole thing was an admitted failure. Early in 1741 a
great fleet, over a hundred ships, of which one-third were ships
of the line, failed first in an attempt on Cartagena, then in an
attempt on Santiago, in Cuba. There had been very heavy
losses, efforts at unpopular conscriptions of seamen—and in
general a breakdown of the whole affair.
But this War of Jenkins's Ear was only the introduction to a
thing of far greater moment, an event upon which was to turn
all the future history of Europe. This was no less than the
capital diplomatic blunder made, not so much by the French
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